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Not even the basic safety rules are followed at the public hospitals, due to the lack of 
resources and infrastructures during the dilution of the extremely toxic medicine. The 
serious health problems that are caused to the personnel simply are not documented.  

 

The specialized machine for the processing of the chemotherapy medicine costs only 
3.000 Euros. 

But this money is not given for the hygiene and the safety of the personnel in Greece. 

 This photo is taken from a hospital in another European country, where “the human 
lives are more important than our duties to the lenders.” 

A bomb ready to explode at any moment at the hands of the personnel at the public 
hospitals in Greece are the chemotherapy medicine, as it seems. 

At most of the public hospitals not even the basic hygienic rules are followed during 
the dialysis of this extremely toxic medicine. This has as a result the appearance of 
serious health problems to the personnel working at clinics for cancer. 

According to the statements of members of the Union of Nurses of Greece (ENE), 9 
in 10 public hospitals do not follow the safety rules that ask for special conditions and 
safe places for the dialysis of the chemotherapy schemes. 

One drop is enough 

“If one drop of this medicine is left at the environment it will be spread at at least 100 
m3 of air” claims the president of Union of Nurses in Greece, Mr. Skoutelis. As he 



says the Union did activisms in order to change the situation in some hospitals- “we 
occupied the “Ippokrateio” hospital in Thessaloniki in order to change the situation. 
“The patients with cancer sat one next to the other on chairs doing chemotherapies” 
he describes.  

The consequences for the health of the personnel are a lot but are not documented, 
since there is no “doctor of work” to note them down officially. But there is sufficient 
evidence that the personnel are suffering from dry mouth, hair loss, dry eyes and skin 
burns. Of course there are nurses who cannot get pregnant, incident that we claim it is 
caused by the consequences of the chemotherapy medicine. There is a denouncement 
that a nurse gave birth to a baby with a lack of hands and legs, as the secretary of the 
Union, Mr. Daglas says. 

Most of the staff, especially in the small hospitals of the suburbs are afraid to do 
chemotherapies in order to avoid the damage in their health. As a result the patients 
are transferred to bigger hospitals in Athens. 

They know very well what the consequences can be. Imagine that there are hospitals 
where the dilution of the medicine is done in illegal places, even at Children’s Hospi-
tals”, Mr. Daglas says. 

The truth is that the professional suitable machine for the dialysis doesn’t cost more 
than 3.000e, according to the members of the Union of Nurses in Greece.  


