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How they destroy public health for the sake of the privates 

by Alexis Benos 

The targeted total dissolution of the institutions, services and operations of the 

Public Health will bring in short time the European countries in the same state 
as the countries which are suffering this period from the Empola virus. 

The last 15 days, the Greek government reminded us their attitude towards 
Health, with the specialist, in such missions, Minister, announcing the radical cut 
of the public healthcare service.  

The Greek governmental strategy in Health Policies is proved to be very well 
prepared and implements with impressive consistency and coherence its goals.  
With impressive coordination with the goals of the European bureaucracy and in 
cooperation with it, together with ideological support from the neoliberal 
intellects, the Greek Government is promoting systematically the radical 
dislocation of the public Health area. 

By founding the Company of the System of Remunerations of Hospitals SA 
(ESAN. AE in Greek) two strategic goals are served: 

1. The ideological and institutional enforcement of the mechanisms and 
the rules of the market at the management and funding of the services of 
Health, irrelevantly of the state of ownership. In other words, they are 
going to fund the services with profitability, that is an intensive circle of 
operations, operational departments and clinics, that is sufficient staff and 
facilities, and also have profit. Thus, the services which are underfunded 
are understaffed and have operational insufficiencies, probably are not 
profitable... 

2. The official proclamation of the private sector to be the manager of the public 
sources for the services of Health: it will define the public or private services to 
which they will distribute those sources. In other words it is requisition of the 
public sources and services for the private-profit making sector.  

The final goal is the establishment of two individual systems. of one wealthy 

private sector which will develop profitable services- together with the aid of 
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public sources- in order to attract wealthy people with insurance- and a 
destroyed public sector-shelter for the poor, being continuously underfunded 
and understaffed. It will only offer a “minimum package” of low quality and 
limited services to the poor and the ones without insurance. 

The same policy, which despoiled the public insurance and led them to 
bankruptcy, and leads to total dislocation the public services of Health, is almost 
to cover its goals. That is the total privatization of the public services of Health 
with ejection of the circle of works (always with public funding) and the opening 
of the market of private Health insurance. The last one has already started a 
widen and aggressive advertising campaign and has to present an increase of 
its customers by 150%, as it was lately announced. 

The last cut of Mr. Voridis, the Greek minister of Health, was against the 
prevention examinations. The question that rises now, is why and how the 
extreme right and fanatically neoliberal minister is now stopping the party of 
the technical demand of the diagnostic services when just some time ago the 
ministry itself contributed decisively to the multiplication of their profits by 
cancelling the plafond of services by company? 

This new move reveals that we already are in the new phase of the private 
services. After the destruction of the public services and as soon as all the other 
public funds are given to the private sector, the cynicism of the private 
entrepreneurship in terms of monopolies is revealed. The best customers of the 
companies of Health will be the young and the rich who don’t have special 
needs of Health services (hospitalization, medicine, etc) and are the target 
group for the new life style ideology! 

This group becomes more vulnerable to the propaganda for the need of 
prevention and expensive examinations and applications of the biomedical 
technology. On the contrary, the elder and the lower social classes which are 
exposed to multiple factors of danger (work, bad nutrition, house etc) are more 
vulnerable to various illnesses and thus have the more needs of participation in 
prevention procedures which are now excluded. 
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Finally we will have the extreme demand of profitable prevention ( mainly 
diagnostic) examinations for the wealthy, young and healthy people and in the 
same time strong financial obstacles to the poor, old and sick. This situation for 
many years now is the current state in USA and was called by the important 
doctor Julian Tudor Hart as the provision of services conversely analogue to the 

real needs of the people. 

All these evolutions are not a Greek innovation, of course. Under the 
sponsorship of the European commission such measures are implemented to all 
European countries. There are already created private multinational colossus at 
the services of recovery, of technical kidneys in Germany and France. At the 
same time even the famous NHS of Great Britain is being destroyed gradually 
and parts of it are sold in low prices to American multinationals. 

So, we are facing the victory of neoliberal policies in Europe, which is of 
strategic importance. In the place of the after the war social state, which was 
developed with the abnormalities of a choice which had as a goal the capitalistic 
development, there is established a cynical system of profiting in the framework 
of a primitive capitalism. This procedure will go over any scientific fantasy if the 
TTIP will go on, according to which the regulatory adjustments will be for the 
rules and goals of the multinational companies. 

The targeted total demolition of the institutions, services and operations of 
Public Health will bring in a while the European countries in the same situation 
of the countries which are affected by the virus of Empola. Liberia, Siera Leone, 
Guinea, where the most percussions were recorded, didn’t choose not to have 
public Health Care services. From the misery of colonialism they were given to 
the policies of the International Bank, of the IMF and of the World Trade 
Organization.  

Aiming at the paradise of the private investments, extreme neoliberal policies 
were chosen, (the same as the ones applied here) which ruined the local society 
and economy and led the majority of their population to hunger, poverty and 
illness. The Empola virus didn’t meet much resistance at its spreading. Maybe 
this is the vision of Mr. Voridis, the Greek Minister of Health, who, in total 
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agreement with the ex ministers of health in Greece, will spread racism, when 
we will be counting the victims of such viruses. 

In order not to live this barbarism, there are not many solutions, whether we 
like it or not. The only realistic proposal is to fight for the overthrow of these 
policies, to believe to utopia and for the vision for a new human society which 
has as a central target the answer to the real needs of the population and not 
the speculation. 

Source: Efimerida ton Sintakton, 30.09.2014 

Translation from Greek: Katarina Notopoulou 


